
I like that “This is not an information course, but a course of action.” (Ulveland Unit 1 Lecture Notes)  I would like to use that in my math classes and my elective classes.

 

“One comes to know the right way by coming to distinguish one way from another” (Ulveland Unit 1 Lecture Notes)

While I am not sure that this is exactly where you are going to be going with this idea, but I think that is a valuable thought and process. I have always thought of myself as one who could look at a problem from all angles and I have felt that it has helped me tremendously in my life. But that quote makes me feel that I should incorporate that idea into my teaching. Explain that the best way, is found by exploring multiple paths and taking the best way. (My thought needs some work, but I like the idea)

 

“If we were to know what all philosophers said, would we know philosophy?” (Ulveland Unit 1 Lecture Notes)   Another worthwhile quote early in this unit, I like it. A slight change… “If we were to know everything Mr. Waugh said, would we know Math?”

“[T]he knowledge of philosophy does not make a man a philosopher, any more than knowledge of poetry makes a man a poet.” ( pp. 9-14 Verhoeven, "The Philosophy of Wonder")

Ski Jumping idea here… I may know about it, but if I don’t do it…

 

I enjoy the tie between philosophy and wonder.

 

We are wondering about the social, and cultural issues within education.

 

Question and deconstruct what I do daily in education…

 

We are tying to be clear in our values.

 

A value must be:

 

1. Chosen freely. To be a value, it is not something that can be forced on you.

2. Chosen from among alternatives. It is only by recognizing alternative positions that you are able to make a choice.

3. Chosen after due reflection. A broad range of choices requires thought and reflection.

4. Prized and cherished. One must believe that what they value is of great importance.

5. Publicly affirmed.

6. Acted upon. I can not say, “Yes, I truly value reading,” but I don't read. Or, I truly value the time I spend with my family, I just don't seem to be able to find the time.

7. Part of a pattern that is a repeated action.

 

(Thinking about the mindset we must have to accomplish something) In blunt, obtuse, basic terms, I could loosely say: The master figures out what he wants and makes it. The student makes something and figures out what it is.
 
I think this idea is very interesting and thought provoking. In math (The subject I teach) the difference between my skill level and my seventh graders skill level seems to be that when faced with a problem, I use tools that I know will work and solve the problem. Where my students usually try out various tools until they get close and narrow in on the problem. But the difference there is the experience level.

 

I always talk to my louder kids about how I do not want them to shout out answers because other students will not think for themselves. Meaning instead of a student just looking at 4 + 2 = 6; I want them to look at 4 + 2 and be able to visualize and understand why it equals 6. I want the student to get the experience of figuring it out.

 

The theory of forgetting. If there is anyone one thing I could learn, it would be that I could find a way to get more bits and pieces of what I teach to stick with them. I fear that math has become too much fact teaching and in such it has become too much fact forgetting. I wish I had a smaller amount of students and it was more manageable so that I could have tests that were spontaneous, have more random teaching. Just get the students to understand the material and them with solely observations get an understanding of it they get it. While this can be done is small part during a 54 minute class with 32 students, it cannot become the core. I would like it to though…. How do I get there?

 

Teaching to the test. It seems very “regular” to teach to the questions on the test. It becomes more and more like that each day. I can remember in school having to understand all of the concepts because you had no idea what would be on the test. Now it seems our students know exactly what is coming on the test….

 

Understanding is based on language and reason. Understanding exists within a context.

 

1. How would you define education?

 

If you asked me this questions a day ago, I would have explained in detail the schooling system. Now, I am more inclined to talk about the process of educating an individual.

 

2. Is there a difference between education and schooling?

3. If so, what are some of the differences?

 

Yeah, education is an action, schooling is a system. I think schooling came to be because of education. Meaning back in the day when there was someone good at farming, they would educate their children in how to farm. But if the student didn’t know math, maybe they went somewhere else. Eventually we figured out that one person can teach multiple students. This evolved to where it is now where within schooling we educate, but schooling can around as a way to manage multiple things and ideas.

 

 

 

4. What is the purpose of compulsory schooling?

 

I think it is there so that all children get a basic education while they are young and before they really have an outlook on the world. I guess meaning that some students would just not do much of anything if school was not compulsory. Granted their curiosity would take them some places, but not everywhere it needs to go. Back in the day you learned to farm from your father, this was compulsory, because it was a need in that society. Now it seems there are more, varied needs in society.

 

5. Should schooling be compulsory?

 

Yeah, I think so. I really enjoy the basic set up of our schooling system. You don’t have many choices when you are young and then as you get older the choices become more varied. I think the basics of this are good, but there are a lot of things that could be tweaked or outright changed.

 

6. What is the role of the public school teacher?

To babysit….

Well that is what it feels like sometimes.

I think our role is to raise these students. I say raise because it is broad. I am not just here to teach math, while that is the subject that I teach, I am also teaching social interaction, behavior, manners and a variety of other things. If I was just teaching the math and not worried about behaviors, I would be leaving something to be desired.

 

7. How would you define the educated individual?

To me the value of education would be that if presented a question you could do one of two things. 1. Find the solution yourself because of your internal knowledge and understanding of the problem. 2. Know how to find the solution. Be that from another individual, or a book, or just from problem solving.

 

So an educated individual is someone who can fend for themselves successfully.

 

8. Why might large corporations be interested in what is happening in schools?

They are interested because the more that a school teaches an individual the less that they have to teach to them.

 

10. Is there a difference between memorizing and learning?

Yes, it goes back to 4 + 2 from earlier. Memorizing is knowing that 4 + 2 is 6. Learning is knowing why it is 6.

 

Classrooms of the Heart:
Not been taught the tools to make your mind work easier
School is there for you to learn to tools to make your mind work easier. Such as Skiing or riding a motorcycle or playing a piano. The same ideas of how the masters figure out what they want and make it and the students make something and figure out what it is..
“You can’t really be taught, you have to teach yourself.”
All you need to do to be treated by respect. Show with your attitude that you respect what you are doing.
The best things are when 19 out of 20 things don’t work, because you are trying hard and finally the 20th thing works.
He takes Friday as a day that they work an internship, or volunteer.
Interesting thoughts Mr. Gatto has about how unreal the schooling method is when you think of real-world job. I always have a hard time thinking about how to get my students to understand why they would use this math or that math in the real work. Thus why I like his idea of making your mind work better.
Senator, VP and President without good academic records.... very interesting, how do we use this idea as worthwhile without giving students a reason to think that teaching and school is useless. How do we improve school, without making students see that it might be invaluable.
Need to understand how humans tick.
Students need to be able to writing and speak. Need to be able to convoy your point of view.
Insight into the major corperations, like the courts, or the military.
Harvard doesn’t add to the kids, the kids who go to Harvard are good. Those who accept Harvard but don’t go are as successful as those who go to Harvard.
Princeton is interested in hobbies, as it is the only thing that gives you a thought on how kids spend their time.
Educational Debate:
We do not learn the facts, we learn the attitudes toward the school.
We learn from our experiences.
We shouldn’t go to school to learn math, we should go to do math.
Very interesting idea here....
you don’t learn from observation, you learn from doing
We treat students like cattle and chickens
The older students should not teach the younger students (That is cheating) Rather than bring multiple people together of different levels, you keep them all the same. Learning in this way is memorization
By wanting to measure learning, we needed tests and this made us stop learning
In order to test we need things that are not contaminated...
These ideas really bend my mind around in what I am doing. Why am I teaching specific ideas to a group of kids and are upset when they don’t produce the results exactly like I want. I would almost change math into something in which students can use notes, but that projects would be more worthwhile...
Projects, portfolios... etc
but that’s not the ends either, its just getting there
The rituals of instructions where more important the students and teachers became experimenters
We keep “improving” education with tests that after taken we immediately forget.
We all want to teach each other. Is working together really cheating...
We are not challenging our students enough.
Is schooling like an assembly line?
One of my biggest problems with all of these questions... is where are the answers?
If you are going to school at all, it is immensely important to teach multiple age groups. They have to be self-maintaining. responsible people
tough to educate if they don’t want to be educated
The less you thought students about college the better they were
Teacher the Letters
The Syllabules
Then Words
Then Sentences
Students would learn to stutter
No correlation between grades and worth in a profession
Extra money helps because of correlation to connections, not needing to take the first worst job.
 

Classical vs. official view of learning is very interesting… How do I treat my teaching in math as a continual effortless learning… meaning I guess how do I get students to do what they do regularly but incorporate math into it

 

Is that where the real world example thought process in math came from…

 

I notice all the time how people will adapt and change based on who they hang out with… how do I get myself as a teacher to be a person that my students would become more like… meaning how do I get my math skills and thought process to leak over to my students. Much like if they hang out with someone who listens to rap, that person most likely will find a better understanding a like for rap… How do I do that with math…

 

What about this idea of continually working together. In math we typically keep people apart in fear of “cheating’ but if people work better together, how do we influence students to work together to get knowledge and not just take person B and their answer and not do any real thinking themselves.

 

Do students learn just by seeing the answer from some one else.

I would assume others would frown on learning if all I did as a teacher was to show examples and solve them without them working the students working on them. So how would “working” with another student who just gives them an answer be any different.

 

It seems that we would need our students to really work with others… how do we make sure that happens…

 

If learning doesn’t happen when tough studying, learning happens when doing something enjoyable, we can do activites or projects with open interpretation for learning. My qorry however would be that students would gather different levels of learning. Now that is not the problem because as long as each student is learning something worthwhile in my class I would be happy. BUT what happens when they leave my creative learning class and go into another class in which the teachers are expecting each student to have x and y schemas and my students have x,y,z, a, d, f, g ,q schemas in math…?

 

It seems that we need a whole culture shift for this to work… Thorndike screwed up the whole system…

 

I know it takes only one person to make a revolution but……

 

My question about someone questioning me spelling and me gramer. is this…

 

I am making spellin and gramaticl errors throughout the last two sentences, but youbut you know exactly what I mean… SO isn’t that the whole point of language, to get a thought process across… so didn’t I succeed????

 

If I build you a fence and I get there in a much different way that you would have done it but the end product produces the same wanted result, does the way we got there matter???

 

 

I wonder about reading sometimes the same way I think about running fast…

 

We can all improve our speed of running by losing weight and practicing, but in general there will still be people that are simple faster than us…. Doesn’t reading follow the same idea. My wife is a much better student, in every aspect, but when it comes to reading I read much faster than her…

 

I love confidence… I think confidence in everything is important. Not having an ego or being an ass, but just being confident you can achieve something.

 

I taught a group of students who typically struggled in math, but mostly they just assumed they would get an F and that they could not do math. My job that year was more to get the students to believe in their abilities than it was to actually teach them math…

 

I like the idea of a book being a written discussion between two people…

 

One of the harder ideas with teaching is this idea of a good teacher or a bad teacher. A good student or a bad student. Unlike say construction where your ability or achievement is easily measured…. Teaching and learning are not so clear cut and it makes this idea of good or bad this ranking system we have to have so difficult. And is a big distraction to both teaching and learning.

 

My dad always said how can you know the stats of 20,000 baseball players but not how to say refrigerator in Spanish… And much like Ebbinghaus, it was a different type of learning. I enjoyed, wanted and knew I could memorize stats, I found a use for it… Spanish not so much. It is why immersion in language is always said to be better for you… Why… because you get placed in a sitatuion in which it is critical to learn Spanish, so you learn and get better to make your life easier. It is also why you lose a lot of that information when you are not longer using Spanish regularly.

 

Learning is like a muscle… the more you use it the better It is, but if you stop using it you lose it…

 

Science, Thorndike, Test… all of this has put us in a position where it is difficult to get out of the way we currently teach…

 

This class is a perfect example… The assignment here of writing a journal is very easy… in fact I can spend much less time formatting my thoughts and making sure I reach what the teacher “wants” I am in my own word.. and yes it would be easy to “cheat”

BUT

I am constantly just spewing thoughts onto paper, and its thoughts that matter to me, not to a teacher…

 

I want to preface this thought with the idea that I am not trying to judge or hurt feelings.. I am just thinking out loud with hopes of some feedback.. 

I am currently only taking this class (ED 611 or here) and Ed 632 (or there)...

Here we have discussions and papers due....

There we just have a journal that we put our thoughts down...

Here a rubric...

There.... nothing like that...

Here I worry that I will not meet the teachers expectations..

There I don't worry about that, I just do what I want to do and think about what I want to think about..

Here it is much more difficult to "Cheat"

There it is much easier to "cheat"

Here I am learning a lot 

There I am learning a lot

If I taught a math class each way I would be much more comfortable teaching the way this class is done. Because I could as a teacher measure students learning much better, and because I have to hand out a grade, i feel that is needed. Because my grade leads to a diploma or an expectation of learning i am much happier saying student x learned and that is proven by grade ___.

But in some ways I think the other approach is better as in that class i am gearing my learning more toward myself and less toward teacher expectations... In my head it makes more since to learn toward what I want to learn not what someone else wants me to learn. Now this works because my learning in Ed 632 is beneficial, what we worry about is that someone would cheat and take advantage and not really learn anything.

This is a very random thought processes here, but I am bringing it up in thoughts of our recent discussion of behaviorism vs cognitive theory.

We are stuck in a world where things need to be scientific to measure progress... NCLB is a way to make sure we don't leave someone behind who is not achieving worthwhile progress... By handing out grades and matching up thoughts to a rubric we are able to measure that progress... But we learn during our younger years without grades or rubrics...

I am not sure exactly where I am going with this... that is part of the reason it is in the random question forum... But I am starting to wonder if our education system is bound by these grades and rubrics because of our need to rank and "produce results" I guess what I am getting at here is that is it so wrong to leave someone behind...? 

If someone is presented with the opportunity to learn, and chooses not to learn it...why prevent others from expanding their learning in order to keep everyone on an even level...

Why do we put page lengths on rubrics, why do we have rubrics, why do we expect a student to get 70% correct...

Doesn't it all come down to the fact that if didn't have those guidelines some students might just submit a paper that says

"I do good."

 

 

 

I came up with this thought process during my journal writing for Ed 632... and I thought that the ideas in my head might lead to a good discussion for this class. The problem with journal writing or in the case of my post here is that sometimes it produces thought vomit...

I am not sure my point comes across well and if I was to produce a paper that articulated my thoughts better, then it would relate to more people...

Its that whole schema idea... depending on what your schema is like will depend on how you interpret my point.

School allows us to create like schema so that we can relate to each other...

 

 

http://www.gotoquiz.com/what_american_accent_do_you_have
 

If I take the above quiz.. it will tell me what kind of accent I have…

 

Is it always correct? Even if it works 80% of the time… do we treat it a scientific fact…Then why do we accept a diploma for a student who gets 80% on a math test…

 

There is a lot to be said about the importance of teachers… BUT the way we currently teach we defiantly create a thought of the importance of AI teachers. Teacher should be good enough that an AI could not replace them… to many variables…

 

I like ZPD

 

 

Would you let an unqualified surgeon work on you? No we want them to prove that they can do it… I guess that’s the need of school. This idea that we cannot take people at face value anymore…

 

Rigor is the desire to know….

Motivation of students and what teachers are supposed to do if they are unmotivated bring up a great point…

Teachers are looked at as failures if their students fail… If you ask a contractor to paint your house and they do a great job painting your house in a bright pink and Dark blue zebra stripes with a purple/gray trim and a puke green door. Who do you blame.. you blame the owners for the color choice, not the contractor who painted them well…

 

Reading and teaching in general is just giving students the basic schema we all think are important for use later in life. That is one thing I think the school systems do well is give us a base knowledge early and they define our skill set individually as we go on.

I think that far too often in education people focus on what they are doing and not on the students . We make excuses of budget or materials, but at the end of the day I should be able to take 30 kids outside in the rain and teach with nothing but the clothes on my back. Yes it is nice to have a budget, but we are teachers, we do with whatever we have because we do it for the kids

Brown eye blue eye people idea is crazy... it is amazing how easy it is to make people feel unworthwhile

Radical idea, but I am sure theses students NEVER forgot it...

The brown people believed they were better. They kept thinking about those collars and didn’t do any better

What an amazing thing to teach... that was something that really changed how people felt how people behaved....

I wouldn’t mind being able to somehow do the a collar divided idea with math. Usually people depend on some students because math comes easier to them. What I could do is create groups and in those groups give hints to a certain person... Kind of like some off the games when each person has a secret power. I mean that I could give each person something that they could not show to others but they would have to communicate to them.

If i gave each person a piece of paper and had them figure out a problem. They could not share or talk about the piece of paper they had, they could only verbalize their feelings. Maybe then each student could feel what it is like to be top of the math class. 

I am not sure if that gets more point across though. I want my students to all feel like they can do well in math...

I like the Zinn Project. I like the idea that of correcting the myths that we teach. You always hear about them when you get older and I like that you could find a factual website to teach your ids earlier

A math article... 

Mathematical thinking or problem solving is needed the world around.

Somehow people think they cannot do math. that goes back to my thoughts on how important it is to get a child to believe in themselves

Now i know that teaching to the test is a bad idea  most of the time

but what if I wrote out the test for my class covering the basic ideas that I wanted to teach. As well as the project or activity that I wanted as a summary. Then what if I spent the few weeks before the test actually teaching to those topics... I as this in opposition to what I do now which is teach from a book, add a few activities in and then make a test from the things I taught. My point here being that sometimes I teach stuff in math that I do not think is of vital importance and sometimes I think I make math more boring just to cram more stuff in.

So If I made the test from the standards and Then I figured out just how I wanted tot teach those ideas rather than just follow what a book from another state is talking about... wouldn’t that be a better idea...

The only good thing about the book as far as I am concerned is the fact that I do not have  to come up with homework problems.... haha

II fi did this that way I could spend more time on making the lessons worthwhile and could have less skill and drill homework and more go home and find x or Y homework...

As big as a proponent of the world people say math is. People also commonly discourage data and say people are more than just data

So we are telling are kids that math is vital, but doesn’t really mean anything

Creativity is amazing... no idea how the future will play out because of creativity

Religion, money, and education....

Educating students who will retire in 2060... how do we prepare kids for what we do not know...

I think that sometimes in math I squash creativity... I never am able to get all of what i want to teach anywhere near to be done and I feel that I am speeding through anything rather than staying back and sinking it in.

I love that... if we are not able to be wrong we will never be creative. We need to feel okay to be wrong...

We say for people 18 or older as a way to protect people from bad language or ideas... Why is 18 that number... Isn’t that the same standardizing ideas we are talking about getting rid of in education...

Shakespeare was in someones english class as a kid

What about Jesus as a kid?

We do not teach dance... we teach math

Public Education is to produce university professors...  

I think we get to a feeling that unless students come out with X, Y, Z they failed in life.... but the point seems to be that if our students have confidence and get along then they succeed right?

More people will be educated than ever before... and now a degree doesn’t mean as much as it ever did

Intelligence is diverse:

Intelligence is dynamic

Intelligence is distinct

What a great idea... Ask parents to right about how they got to be whatever it is they are... Like I am an educator because I realized I liked Math, I liked teaching. It was fun

Then we could have a wall of words about why people are doing whatever it is that they are doing

I think I make my classroom to meet my needs to much and not to meet my students needs.

There are not enough people who think that they job they have is who they are. I am luck I feel that education is who I am, I love to teach, I love to lead, I love to speak...

I could have been a politician...But I wanted to enjoy myself.

The wristwatch idea is interesting... Its a single function device...

It starts here and ends here... education is not linearly

Life is organic

Teaching is like Fast Food... It is standardized.... Fantastic metaphor...

If you enjoy what you do, an hour feels like five minutes.

if you don't like it five minutes feels like an hour

In class, sometimes the time goes so slow, other times when I am doing something more fun, it seems that i never had enough time...

Math seems to be so linear.. I really need to get my students to think about how they will use math later in life. Meaning I think that I spend to much time on you need to goto college, you need to do this, you need to do that... But in reality I just need to prepare them for life.. which is much more than education... well more than schooling

Cheating:

For math it seems that cheating is one of the worst things you could do, notes, asking a friend for help, writing on your hand; all of which are awful examples of cheat.

Now I ask you a question. What if your sink was clogged and you did not have knowledge about how to fix it. What would you do?

Me, I would research information on the internet, take down some notes, to go to the local hardware store and ask a friend for advice.

I would "Cheat" to fix my sink...

Think of this even, most of the people within this class are teachers, think of a subject you do not teach. For me I would say Language Arts. Now if I had a question about something that involved language arts, if I had prior knowledge I would use it obviously, but if not I would go to my colleague who was a Language Arts teacher and ask for help, or at least clarification. Once again, cheating... 

What I am getting at here is how accurate I think the ZPD is, if we do not know something, we go find a tutor, teacher, or friend (Or even the computer) that has better knowledge and get that knowledge. We usually learn with their help and go from there. The ZPD almost endorses cheating, as long as there is learning tied to it. But that is what we do everyday all the time and it is expected. 

So why is cheating in school so bad... Should we be happy that our students at least know how to get the correct answers.

Learning Community

I know it is a simple thing, but when I think of a community I think of people coming together and working together, where sometimes I think of a group as something that might have been forced or might not have complete cooperation.

Secondly practice is something I think is vital to learning. Trying to stress to my students all the time that homework and classwork are important as it gives you the practice to gain understanding. I always use examples of playing sports or something like the piano saying that you are never just good at it you have to practice to get better. 

While it is semantics I guess, I am a believer that sometimes just a new gloss or color on something old can make it look brand new and exciting. I think group work has lost its appeal and needs a new coat of paint.

Schools are not well funded, they don't really have competition driving them to be better and when you don't have much money or motivation usually whatever is easiest takes precedence over what is best.

I think our school systems have got right is how they start to focus in on what a student wants to learn as their years in school goes on. Start our very broad and then focus in on an occupation. 

I enjoy the connection between Dewey  and JT Gatto.... to think that the occupational learning should be the main focus, that from occupational learning you will learn all you need to know from the other general topics. 

I think our general knowledge classes are important, even if we forget some of what we learned. I tend to look back on some classes int he mindset of "I am glad I took that class, because I do not want to do that for a living."

Anyway my point here is that I think the idea of having some focus in classes on real world problem solving is great. I really love the idea of young students regularly doing internships and community service and having the ability to tie that back into their classroom learning. 

, I constantly get the question on how they will use this in real life and I am a firm believer int hat question. I try to justify everything i teach with a why. I hate the answer "just because" If I ask you not to lean back in your chair I will explain why. If I ask you to do algebra I will explain why. It is important for students to understand why they are doing what they are doing, important to understand that what they are doing is not necessarily a waste of time and effort.

Be interested in the class.

Set Goals.

Believe in yourself.

Believe you can do it.

Now if any of those are not the case, it becomes the teachers job to help mold the student to have some sort of intrinsic motivation in the classroom. 

 I should be happier with gains and focus on improving those gains instead of focusing so much on the negatives of my class. 

I have been a big promoter of retention as I believed that it would help get my math students who get an F to pass. Maybe they only pass with a D though and how much more learning did they really achieve there... I guess I get worried though about the students who get 3)5 in my 7th grade class and still get moved up to 8th grade, so I do still hold some belief in retention I am just not sure how to do it.

I wouldn't want a doctor who failed on all his tests but got moved along to work on me...

I have never believed in No Child Left Behind, but I was a strong proponent in assessment based learning in Math (As homework is practice... so why make it part of the grade). Now I am kind of left somewhere in between trying to figure out what it is I actually believe in and what can I actually accomplish within my classroom and my district.

One of the things I have felt really lucky about in my teaching at Talmadge is the willingness to try something new. My second year there I wanted to change my grading to 90% Assessments and 10% homework, just basically as an experiment to see how it would work. Now the entire math department does a 70/30 split. WHile I am not sure we have figured our the correct split and what not, but the fact that I was able to try with administration backing was good for me.

It really is true and scary how schools are the delivery system for knowledge. I mean that is what we assume with school, but when it is the government making the decisions sometimes that can get a bit scary

It seems as teachers that any time we have to work and plan for stuff gets taken away because people assume we will just do it on our own time. How many other jobs work in that same way. 

I might have mentioned something like this earlier, my thoughts are not exactly linear in this journal. But I really like what people keep saying about criticism and being wrong. The fact that those are needed to take chances. A lot of inventions are mistakes, when people feel scared to be criticized or be wrong it does not produce much of anything.

Why do we teach from text. What other jobs regularly consult the owners manual. They just learn it and do it. Yet teachers keep coming back to it. It is almost as if we are not really knowledgable about the tasks at hand.

Thats another thing i dislike, having to play neutral all the time. Who ever thought that teachers and education should toe the middle ground line all the time,is ridiculous  its like no child left behind. In order to accommodate everything, we leave out a lot

Enthusiasms. That is what I am sometimes missing, I have a very dry sense of humor and that doesn’t always come across to the students....I need to show my excitement more. Its there, I just keep it inside. I try to be the adult too much, sometimes I need to be a kid.

Success is everything huh, how much money you make, what kind of car you drive.  That is why science ruined education. We needed to be able to have data driven success. What a stupid idea, how do you measure learning success in a 7 year old, even a 17 year old. We don’t let them drink or drive or gamble, but we think that they are good enough to spit random facts back to us all the time

How does a child go from learning constantly from 0-6 but then they get in school and learn nothing everyday... What is education or schooling doing to this kids. I see it too, we take 45 credits to get a master because supposedly if you have 45 credits you are a master of education.

44 credits.. Imo sorry, you are not a master.. tisk tisk

I could get a B average and take no time in my classes and have 45 credits and be better for teaching than someone who worked hard got A’s but only has 30 credits. 

Quantity over Quality right...

It almost seems like teaching should be a collaboration. And not just teachers/administration. But teachers/parents/admin/students. I think sometimes we don't think kids can do much because we are teaching them something when they really have a lot that they can do, we need to believe in our students more and challenge them more, keep school from being a boring 1-2

I have no problem being a parent to the 200 or so kids I see a day, but I was the parents would help be a teacher once and a while.

They expect us to basically be daycare for their kids and most of them do very little with their kids when they get home. They cannot help with homework, they are too tired or whatever.

You constantly see students do well who have motivated parents behind them, why cant all parents see that.

The student wants the parents to love them they are always trying to model behavior for them. BUt it is not always good

Why do you think the bad kids are usually from parents who neglect their child. They have found that bad behavior gets their parents attention

A good grade or a good paper is all it takes for some parents to notice their kids, but when that doesn't work you have to take it to the next level

Its not unlike trying to court a really gorgeous women.

If you can get her to talk to you by just saying hi, thats all you do, but if that wont work you maybe use a pick up line, or maybe bring friends over. My point being that you escalate your performance to get attention.

For ed 611 we have to create our best school and tie it to behaviorism and cognitive theory, dewey and the like

Its tough because I have pulled so many ideas from this class and while I can talk about Gatto and Freire I need to focus more on Dewey and Skinner. Not that they are bad or anything, I just like the more contemporaries of these guys from this class.

I figure year round school, the gatto occupation day on friday and stuff like that are the right ideas, but ultimately I don't want anything to do with school creation. I want Gatto and Dewey to do it, I will just work there.

teacher talk... this goes back to my thoughts on language and the fact that if I mispronounce or miss spell something and you still know what I mean what is the difference. We teach students to talk in a way to make them sound smart. But isn’t it unfortunate that people who maybe are not able to speak like Obama or Clinton but would change the world in wondrous ways will never get to be president because they might “sound” stupid

Waht do I crae if snmoeoe cnat selpl?

Don’t you sometimes understand something better if you fear it, maybe because you want to overcome it, but still. If you have a fear of snakes, and you goto the zoo what do you do, you touch the snake to try to get over your fear. If you don’t like tomatoes you sometimes try a tomato to see if your opinion has changed. My point being that while we constantly fear things, we don't want to fear them, we want to conquer them, we don’t like thinking about ourselves as unable to do something because of irrational fear.

Why do we care if a student doesn’t like us or the class.... is it because we want everyone to like us or because we are afraid we are not doing our job well, that if students don’t like our classes we must be doing something wrong... but at the same time at my school the teachers that seem to have the most attention from students get ridiculed as not having proper classroom management. What are we supposed to be as teachers, dull robots?

What is the point of teacher proof... Once again, do we do that in any other profession. Do we make dentistry dentist proof. Talk about getting close to an assembly line. I would quite say this makes us robots. But it is almost as if we are just there to be looked at and that we will project an image that was given to us. Ugh, why do people treat the education profession so different than so many other professions. 

uz;7    (Pet Rat)

I like a the liberating classroom in general, but i have not been completely sold on it. I have ot say I do like the Together, but not equal idea. To me I see this idea along with behaviorism, cognitive learning and the like all being a part of my classroom, no one idea to rule them all. Together, but not equal.

[-3   (More Pet Rat... it helps with the length of the paper!!!)

There is always talk of multiple subjects within one subject. I always wonder how to relate them all to math. Science and math have a fairly easy meeting point. But I wonder about LA and History. I mean I know we could do History of math or history of something else related, I just am not sure how effective they ould be. Plus when we look at LA what do I do, I would really like them to make speeches more in my class, and I know I can tie that into prtojects, and make sure that their projects are spelled correctly and what not. 

I thought of when I was a kid we had this game at school called the 100 dollar word. If A =1 B = 2 and Z = 26. What kind of words would equal 100.  Mittens is one.... 

M 13

I 9

T 20

T 20

E 5

N 14

S 19

 = 100

That could be a fun connection. You could do things like a 100 dollar adverb or what not, simple fun game where they have to spell know la and add.... just a thought

I have a hard time relating some of theses ideas to math. This is  one of the main problems I find with everything I do. IN most trainings such as SIOP or PBS The examples are all LA or science and the math department always asks... what about us. They always say stuff like, oh just just us a math word or something, but it doesn’t really work for us. A lot of strategies out there are for the language intensive classes where definitions and history or explanations are the core, they don't have many that help with math. I think I would rather have people admit, yeah this wont work so well for math than just give us a half ass answer to cover their butt.

I have always been that way, i would rather someone felt me I don’t know that answer but I will find it for you and get back to you than just lie or make something up.

With that said that reminds me of an issue I keep having with math. We are big on this whole not cheating thing but if I asked you a question right now and you did not know the answer what would you do. you would go look it up somehow. You don't commit everything to memory... so why is it such a big deal if these students use their books or notes...? 

I really have to say thank you for this journal idea. I know that it would not work for everyone in the same way it has for me, but I ramble and think about stuff all the time and never write them down., but this has a lot of my random thoughts and I will go back to it for this year to pull some of my ideas out. I wish more classes were like this.... Makes me wonder if math would work like this.....

