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It is the year 2010, we have flying cars, there are over 10 million people living on the moon, and later this year we will make contact with extra terrestrials. Well, that was the plan anyway. As it turns out, we are just trying to get cars to run on something other than gas, we have not had anyone on the moon in thirty-eight years, and aliens are no where in sight. 


So what happened? Are we technologically inept? Where is all the innovation that was supposed to make our lives easier and our brains smarter? Seems that the problem is that years ago we thought that technology would make us smarter and we would create amazing things. Turns out, technology is making us dumber, we can’t improve our future and are even risking losing our history. That is what some people would like you to think anyway. We are living in The Dumbest Generation and are just sitting around and Amusing ourselves to Death. 


Our reading this term has brought me to question technology. I am taking my masters classes to improve my ability to teach technology to today’s youth, and sometimes I stop and wonder if this is even  a good thing to do. After a good amount of reflection thanks to a heavy dose of procrastination, I realized that it is not the technology that is the issue, it is how we use it. And this has been a problem that our society has faced for decades with every new innovation that comes before us.


The central issue I want to address is whether or not our technology (Computers, the internet and television) is actually bad for our society, and what we can do it use it successfully. I will address it in three separate points. Technology vs culture, the television and its impact, and whether computers and the internet are ruining the world. My hope is to explain that technology is something that is useful for our for advancing our future.

Part 1: Technology vs Culture.


Mark Bauerlein spends a lot of time in his book The Dumbest Generation talking about how this technological change is so difficult and new for us and how it is ruining everything we hold dear. He goes as far as to say “(Our generation) may even be recalled as the generation that lost the great American heritage forever.” (Bauerlein, 2008, p. 236) I tend to understand his worry and angst, as it is where my introduction came from. We are supposed to be smarter and brighter all the while making great advances; sometimes it seems like we are just treading water. 


“While the world has provided (people) extraordinary  chances to gain knowledge and improve their reading/writing skills... young Americans today are no more learned or skillful than their predecessors” (Bauerlein, 2008, p. 9).


I think that the perception is as if we are not making gains at all with our new technology. Are we all becoming people without identities without even realizing it? “The more they attend to themselves, the less they remember the past and envision a future (Bauerlein, 2008, p. 10). 


Overall, I tend to think he is over reacting to the current change we are seeing. As “No significant cultural form springs into existence fully realized.” (Johnson, 1999, p. 39) we are in a part of our culture change that we simply have not fully realized it. Quite frankly another issue that we are facing is that these changes are coming much more rapidly than they did before so it is becoming harder for us to adapt. But to think that this means we will lose everything dear to us and are shaping up to have no future is ridiculous.


This is not the first time we have experienced change. I can imagine an uprising when we lost the ability to memorize an entire book, our heritage is lost! What? you mean you just wrote it all down. So I can use my brain space for something else, but wont we just get dumber?


These examples can be made for every change that has happened. Change is something that is hard to grasp onto, people fear change. We are creatures of habit and when that habit is broken or challenged some of us get upset. “No medium has managed to reach the status of genuine artistry without offending some of its audience some of the time” (Johnson, 1999, p. 227).


Think about all of the changes we have made throughout history. No one questions books, cars, or fire. There were most likely issues at the time, but we get over it, learn to love it and try to find the next item to get upset about. Arthur Schopenhauer said “Every truth passes through three stages before it is recognized. In the first it is ridiculed; in the second it is opposed; in the third it is regarded as self-evident.” 


 To think that we are ruining our lives over technology is a plain exaggeration, as it is just a matter of time before our current technological wave becomes self-evident. Lets be honest, once it has become self-evident, it will just be a matter of time before we start to ridicule the newest technological innovation!

Part 2: The Television and its impact.


For all the wonders that the television has given us the number one thing that television does is create a distraction.  “Many of us remember when dinnertime regularly brought the nuclear family together at the end of the day” (Wright, 2008, p. 92). This is one of the many things that can be bad about this distraction, taking us away from the things that we should do, need to do, and want to do is always a problem. We do however have the ability to control and harness this distraction. 


While it becomes difficult to communicate exactly what our wants and needs are on the television we do have a limited form of feedback. “Your only feedback mechanism is the remote control.” (Johnson, 1999, p. 37) The remote control allows us to find some of the good in the distraction. There are many programs and stations that are educational, informative, and useful and thanks to the remote control we can make our choices wisely. (However, we do not always do this.) 


While there are a lot of pieces of this distraction that are not worthwhile, there are plenty of good uses for the television. Early in the life cycle of the television you only had a few channels and were at the mercy of just a few people on what to watch. With hundreds of channels available now we have the ability to pick and choose what to watch. 


The hundreds of channels on the television are all a form of entertainment. “All subject matter is presented as entertaining” (Postman, 1985, p. 87), But no one ever said that entertainment is not educational. There are many programs, stations and activities, in a variety of subjects that are in use in millions of classrooms across the country. By choosing appropriate material at the television, it can be a powerful learning tool in almost any situation.


I would never be a proponent of television as the main course material in education as it can be segmented, watered down, and doesn’t allow direct feedback. However, to provide supplemental material inside and outside of the classroom, the television can be a wonderful and powerful tool. 


"Television is not inherently good or bad — it's how you use it" (Stanton, 2005, p. 1).

Point 3: The Computer and internet are ruining the world!


Computers are a lot like television in the respect that people think they are ruining our lives and the bottom line is that it just depends on how you use them. What computers do give us is a sense of ease, and we start to depend on that ease. That ease is not always a good thing. 


We have gotten so used to the simplicities that the computer gives us that sometimes we become very mindless. “In the years when I still wrote using pen and paper or a typewriter, I almost invariably worked out each sentence in my head before I began transcribing it on the paper” (Johnson, 1999, p. 143). We have lost some of our ability to stop and think about what we are going to do before we do it. It is so easy to just erase and go back that we typically don’t really need to think ahead. 


This also leads to occasional non learning. “The material passes from Web to homework paper without lodging in the minds of the students” (Bauerlein, 2008, p. 94). We tend to find the information and because it is so easily stored somewhere else we do not find the need to store it ourselves, and sometimes valuable material is lost in the translation.


My grandpa always used to tell me at the dinner table “Take all you want, but eat all you take.” I feel like this is a good metaphor for our computer use because sometimes I think we overwhelm ourselves with ease and innovation and don’t take time to relax and reflect.


While it becomes very easy to focus on all the issues that are caused with the computer, I think we would be naive to think that computers are actually making us dumber. For all the faults that computers have caused us, the advances and luxuries they give us, tip the scales in their favor. Computers give us the ability to have access to the internet to get information previously available through only libraries, experts, and family holidays. They also help us save on time, effort, ability. Technology is giving us the ability to do things we never dreamed possible and it is improving every day.


As with the television it is really easy to point out the things that have caused us problems with the computer, but I do not believe that anyone would want to go back to where we were. The computer is something that can get out of hand, and can cause problems, but with a positive mindset, one can use the computer for good and in that it can be a very advantageous technology.


People are constantly finding faults in technology, yet we are usually complaining without offering solutions. We tend to look back on the past and reminisce about how happy, fun, smart, we were, but fail to offer up the solution of getting rid of technology. Why? Well, “we got along because we didn’t know what we were missing” (Johnson, 1999, p. 138). 


In the long run most technology advances bring more benefits than costs. This is probably why we tend to keep them around. Advances that are not successful or are too dangerous are usually lost along the way. 


While we may not have flying cars, what we do have is something we should be proud of, something we should embrace, something we should try to understand because for all the dangers of technology that we can find.,“no medium is excessively dangerous if its users understand what its dangers are (Postman, 1985, p. 161).
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