Waugh 1
Waugh 1

The Dumbest Generation
How the Digital Age Stupefies Young Americans and Jeopardizes Our Future*
*or Don’t Trust Anyone under 30,
· When asked how many hours they spent each week “Reading/studying for class” almost all of them, fully 90 percent came in at a ridiculously low five hours or less. (5)
· Homework time for 15-17 year olds hit only 24 minutes on weekend days, 50 on weekdays. (5)
· I think we have gotten to a point that as a society we feel entitled to “free” time. So to go home and work hard for a few more hours seems “unfair.” Add that to the fact that we have a lot more distractions and a lot less parental involvement and I believe in that statement fully.
· While the world has provided them extraordinary chances to gain knowledge and improve their reading/writing skills... young Americans today are no more learned or skillful than their predecessors. (9)
· While they have been provided with many options to gain knowledge they have been given just as many if not more ways to entertain their day away. I would venture a guess that the percentage of opportunities to gain knowledge is less than it used to be.
· The more they attend to themselves, the less they remember the past and envision a future. (10)
· Did students in the past spend their time remembering their past and attending to others. I think that as “dumb” as our generation is, there is something to be said about just being young. We may just be maturing later, or maybe the worst of america is just more in the spotlight then before.
· Think of how many things you must do in order not to know the year 1776 or the British prime minister or the Fifth Amendment. (13)
· How much information do we get fed? I feel that to some extent we have an information overload and as young people it is hard to understand what is more important than the other.
· The insulated mindset of individuals who know precious little history and civics and never read a book or visit a museum is fast becoming a common, shame-free condition. (16)
· I don’t really understand how the blanket statement of books and museum as the solution is correct. I mean they can be useful but it depends on how you use them. 
· Each time a grand initiative comes along to reinvigorate the curriculum test scores two years later dash the hopes of the innovators. (26)
· All of them foretell a more intelligent and empowered generation on the rise. The years have passed, though, and we-re still waiting. (111)
· Once again I do not think this is a bad thing, someone somewhere is trying to improve our educational system and so far some things have not worked out.
· Knowledge has become so specialized and niche-oriented that knowledge purveyors don’t notice a decline of general knowledge among large population segments. (34)
· I think everyone needs to be specialized in something, thus the idea of jobs, but i do think we all need a base knowledge level. Really this idea is set up in college and high school with core classes and a focus area.
· For all their technological adroitness, they don’t read or write or add or divide very well. (35)
· The refusal to read seemed to her a legitimate response to a wearisome syllabus, and if the turnoff extended to her leisure time, well, that, too, was the adults’ fault. (40)
· I have only been teaching for three years but my current outlook on this type of matter is that now with so many distractions, parents let their children be taught by others and shove the parenting off on someone else. I think this is the biggest problem and technology plays a big part in that.
· Kids read Harry Potter not because they like reading, but because other kids read it. (43)
· And the problem with that is....
· (General thought) Why is tv so bad? Why Reading? Reading vs ability to comprehend? Cnn.com vs reading newspaper? What good is romance or adventure novels as opposed to movies? Why does reading = intellectualism. Is ALL reading good?
· The connection between general intellectual interest and academic performance doesn’t register. Student aim high, but the attitudes undercut them and they don’t seem to realize it. (54)
· Once again I think we are hurt here by parent involvement, kids have an internal world view when they are very young and if they never get any idea that the world revolves around something other than them it can hinder their progress.
· Books afford young readers a place to slow down and reflect, to find role models, to observe their own turbulent feelings well expressed, or to discover moral convictions missing from their real situations. (58)
· This is one of the key things about reading to me, in our society patience is lost. Reading helps us get some of that patience back. We need to take time to think, reflect, and formulate our opinions.
· Those who acquire reading skills in childhood read and learn later in life at a faster pace than those who do not. (59)
· The more you don’t read, the more you can’t read. (59)
· “poor reading/writing skills” (is) the #2 deficiency among current employees. (63)
· Poor reading skills affect so many other things that this is a crucial point. I just wish the author gave us more as a solution.
· I teach math and we use a word problem type curriculum that poor reading skills can be attributed to low math skills. Having to teach those students how to read the problem in order to solve the basic math problem inside is a struggle at times.
· Two-year colleges spend $1.4 billion a year improving skills that should have been acquired in high school. (63)
· This is a scary thought, it seems as if we have gone to a point where college was a privilege to now where anyone can go anywhere with any type of skills. It is even scarier that high schools an not adequately preparing our students for college.
· The 10-year-old’s bedroom has become…a “multimedia center” (78)
· I can remember being sent to my room by my father and thinking... ok thats not to bad. It got to a point that he sent me to his room if I was in trouble.
· I can’t concentrate on my homework without the TV on. The silence drives me crazy (80)
· As I sit here writing this with a television on in the background... :)
· The model is information retrieval, not knowledge formation, and the material passes from Web to homework paper without lodging in the minds of the students. (94)
· In Amusing Ourselves to Death Postman talked about the sesame street idea in which every episode is self contained so we have no need to remember what we learned yesterday. I think this is one of our biggest issues in society because prior knowledge is so important to everything.
· To replace the book with the screen is to remove a 2,500-year-old cornerstone of civilization and insert an altogether dissimilar building block. (101)
· At what point can we embrace change and find a way to make it work. 
· Much of the preparation work needed for academic achievement takes place not on school grounds but in informal settings such as a favorite reading spot at home, discussions during dinner, or kids playing Risk or chess.  (126)
· Parents... Parents... Parents...
· The weak vocabulary (and the) student… ends up hating to read. … it only worsens as he moves from grade to grade and the reading gets harder. (127)
· Prior knowledge is important because of the snow ball effect in education. Every new class expects that you have learned and retained what came before it.
· (Students) don’t scan in the way middle- and high-literacy users do, and so they don’t reach enough information to make nuanced choices. Furthermore, when the page gets too complicated, they don’t hop through it-they skip it entirely… In both cases, comprehension suffers (146)
· Teenagers don’t like to read a lot on the Web. They get enough of that at school. (147)
· If diction and syntax rise about middle-school competence, sites automatically exclude visitors/customers/members solely on grounds of readability. (151)
· This was the most telling point in the book to me. An idea I never thought about. I figured that people were reading online at a staggering amount. I know I read all the time online, but to realize that i am never really challenged was a shocker.
· Narcissists can’t take criticism, they hate to hand power over to others, and they turn disappointments into the world’s fault, not their own. (192)
· Education requires the opposite, a modicum on self-doubt, a capacity for self-criticism, precisely what the narcissist can’t bear. (193)
· Confidence and enjoyment don’t guarantee better students. Furthermore, they prevent the students from forming one of the essential ingredients of long-term success: an accurate, realistic appraisal of their present capacities. (196)
· They need mentors to commend them when they’re right and rebuke them when they-re wrong. (203)
· This was a bold few pages here, at first a narcissist seemed like a bit much but in reality it seems to be right on. I think we have many students who are raised in a way that they are the focal point. With schools pushing everyone forward, with our sports rewarding everyone, because we leave no one out, everyone feels special. That specialness gives them a self-centered world view and a narcissistic point of view.
· The latest social and leisure dispositions of the young are killing the culture, and when they turn 40 years old and realize what they failed to learn in their younger days, it will be too late (235)
· The Dumbest Generation will cease being dumb only when it regards adolescence as an inferior realm of petty strivings and adulthood as a realm of civic, historical, and cultural awareness that puts them in touch with the perennial ideas and struggles. (236)
· Isn’t this called maturity?
· They may even be recalled as the generation that lost the great American heritage, forever. (236)
· Overall this book had some interesting points to be made and did spark my interest more than a few times but I have a hard time with the lack of solutions or ideas presented. He bashed what we are doing now, bashed those who are trying to fix it and just complained. It seemed his only solution was the only impossible solution... to turn back the clock.

