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I currently in my third year of  teaching 7th grade math in Independence, Oregon. I have one of 10 new classrooms that are the most technologically advanced in the district. They each have four computers, a smart board, a document camera and a projector. Within the district itself there are classroom sets of laptops and 'clickers' available to check out. We are set up to use technology, but we do not have the training to know how to use it effectively. I enrolled at Western for Masters in Information Technology to solve that problem. ICT Literacy: Apply Technology Effectively. (1)  This is a good start.


The ICT literacy map for 8th grade gives me a few concrete ideas for implementation into the current math curriculum (Connected Math Program). The first step of the map is to use information and media as a way to gather data that is relevant to today. I was teaching a problem just the other day that used the Chicago Bulls and Michael Jordan as examples, the students had no idea who Michael Jordan was. Being able to update the graphs, problems and data, our students are used to things that relate to them and that is a vital but easy use of ITC literacy.


The next three steps involve communication, critical thinking and problem solving. Rather than the age-old formula of having students skill and drill, these strategies can allow students to take the problems using data that is relevant and be able to present the answers to the class. With this, students can try to figure out why a math problem or formula works. This complex understanding, as well as having to communicate it back to the class will solidify their learning.


Curiosity, self-reflection, and self-direction are all things that middle school students seem to innately have and use regularly, with technology. Having students explore, figure out and explain seem to be what blogs are all about. Students could easily document their progress in a simple blog like students used to do with journals.


The final two steps involve accountability and social responsibility. If you were to go cross-curriculum a lot of this could be implemented easily. Have a project for science involve statistics, or a health fair involve budgeting. 

 
All of the steps in the ICT literacy have a foundation in using the technology to help supplement the students learning. I think we as educators need to realize that we do not need to “start over” with technology in the classroom, we just need to take bits and pieces and improve what we are doing to make it matter to the new generation of students.
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