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This was one the most useful lessons I have had so far in my limited masters courses. I have been teaching under a very wrong understanding of the “Big C” and have basically been breaking the law for two-plus years. I thought after I saw the video that this creative commons idea was great but I was nervous about how easy it would be to find stuff with a creative commons license. I was at my school computer when I saw the video and I clicked on the google search bar to search creative commons. Low and behold, one of the actual search engines is creative commons. This searches only items that have a creative commons license. It is not that hard to find things with a cc license anymore. I can say I remember seeing the creative commons search engine before, but I never tried it and I was just to lazy to delete it.

I have never even noticed the cc logo before, I just assumed most things were copyrighted but as long as I gave source credit and used them for educational purposes I was good. I think the understanding of creative commons is a very important one to pass on to our students. They take things from websites all of the time and commonly do not even cite sources. I know some of our teachers in school teach to citing sources, but I do not know if they include the creative commons information. I simply do not know how many people know what it is.

I initially cannot see any major issues with creative commons. I can potentially see some frustration if something fantastic comes out of work that you have created and you do not get much credit, but I think you are assuming that is a possibility when you attach a cc license to your work. Overall I think creative commons is fantastic and very underutilized.


